sheath OT Entered as second class 

pe he matter February 5, 1942, at 

the Post Office at Washing- 

ton, D. C., under the Act of 
3, 1879. 


F134 


Volume V 


Fe CONNECTICUT COLLEC 


IN GOVERNMENT 


Subscription $1.00 a Year 


Inflation Coming Up? 


The battle over inflation control reached a new 
climax this week. The atmosphere in Washington 
has been tense as the doors of the White House 
opened and shut on one conference after another. 
No amount of emphasis and re-emphasis can exag- 
gerate the importance of the decisions that come out 
of these conferences. 

These are some of the things we must keep in 
mind: 

Any retreat from Bowles’ “hold the line” policy 
is a victory for the inflationary forces. 

Once the price dam is broken or pierced, future 
attacks will have more chance of success. 

Further attempts to weaken the “hold the line” 
policy will have to be met in connection with the 
extension of the Price Control Act, Rent Control, 
the Second War Powers Act, the consumer’s food 
subsidy program and enactment of legislation for 
imposing ceilings on the prices of new and old 
housing. 

Inflation is a war problem—and measures to con- 
trol it are emergency measures. Therefore discus- 
sion of profits cannot be considered in the light of 
peacetime relationships between government and 
industry, between the public and private enterprise. 
We must note the foes of price control have not yet 
been made to prove their contention that over-all 
higher prices are necessary if full production is to 
be encouraged. This cannot be done by the simple 
comparisons they offer. In mass production indus- 
tries generally, in peacetime, products have been 
priced to bring an adequate profit even while indus- 
try was producing at less than full capacity. The 
demand for consumer’s goods is now so great that 
industries will be able to produce at capacity for 
several years. Therefore a profit per item equal to 
that of 1941 when production was not at capacity, 
can still mean greater over-all profits even if labor 
and other costs have risen. 

Price Control legislation is the next order of busi- 
ness on the inflation front. Thinking about June 
in February may seem like daydreaming, but as long 
as there is any doubt that the Price Control Act will 
be extended beyond June of this year, it is only 
natural that the goods we so badly need will not be 
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put on the market. Manufacturers will hope that 
a modification of policy will bring them higher 
prices after June. Extension of the Price Control 
Bill until June 1947 is now before the House Bank- 
ing and Currency Committee. Congress must be 
urged to get this legislation through with the greatest 
possible speed without weakening amendments. The 
only long-run way to deal with the threat of inflation 
is to get the goods on the market. 


Legal Trail Blazing at War Trials 


The war criminal trials in Europe and Asia are 
the result of a world-wide demand that Axis leaders 
who plotted the wars of aggression and the killing 
and enslavement of millions should be punished. 
But more important than punishment of the guilty 
are the international legal precedents being set, and 
the historic records being assembled while the evi- 
dence is fresh. 

The war criminals can be divided into four types: 

1) Offenders who committed crimes against mili- 
tary personnel such as the killing of prisoners of 
war. Such crimes are violations of the laws of war 
and the accused are brought before military tribunals. 

2) Offenders who committed atrocities against 
civilians in countries occupied by Germany. These 
offenders are also guilty of violations of the laws of 
war as codified in The Hague and Geneva Conven- 
tions. It has been agreed in the Moscow Declaration 
of October 30, 1943, that in Europe these offenders 
are to be “brought back to the scene of their crimes 
and charged on the spot by the peoples they have 
outraged.” 

3) Traitors like Laval or the collaborators in the 
Philippines are prosecuted for treason under the laws 
of their own country. 

4) Major war criminals whose offenses have no 
particular geographical localization are subject to 
punishment by a joint commission of the govern- 
ments of the Allies as agreed in the Moscow Declara- 
tion of Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin. 

At Nurenberg some 20 of the major German war 
criminals are on trial before an international military 
tribunal which acts under the terms of a Charter 
drawn up by the United States, Great Britain, France, 
and Russia. Each country has one member on the 
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tribunal. Francis Biddle, former Attorney General, 
is the American judge, and Robert Jackson of the 
Supreme Court, the chief American prosecutor. 
Fourteen other United Nations governments have 
associated themselves with the trial by subscribing 
to the terms of the Charter. 

Goering, Hess, and the other defendants were all 
Nazi ring-leaders and together symbolize the totali- 
tarian nature of the Nazi conspiracy. Among them 
are politicians, admirals, generals, diplomats, indus- 
trialists, publishers, and financiers. 

They are accused of three types of crimes: 

1) Crimes against the peace: initiating and wag- 
ing a war of aggression in violation of international 
treaties. 

2) War crimes: violation of the laws and customs 
of war, such as the murder of war prisoners or civil- 
ians in the occupied territory, deportation of slave 
labor, wanton devastation not justified by military 
necessity. The illegality of such acts is well recog- 
nized in international law, and is specifically agreed 
to by the signatories of The Hague and Geneva 
Conventions. 

3) Crimes against humanity: inhumane acts com- 
mitted against any civilian population before or dur- 
ing the war, such as persecutions for political, racial, 
or religious reasons. 

The charges of crimes against the peace are based 
on the 1928 Briand-Kellogg treaty in which the Axis 
nations and practically all other countries denounced 
war as an instrument of national policy and agreed 
to seek settlement of disputes only by peaceful 
means. After the first world war the principle that 
aggressive war was illegal was embodied in a number 
of international legal documents and conference reso- 
lutions. The Nurenberg trials aim to establish the 
precedent that treaties renouncing war are not mere 
political documents but have meaning under inter- 
national law. These trials go further and seek to 
establish a new principle that not only is a national 
government responsible if it violates international 
law but that individual officials are personally re- 
sponsible if they misuse their authority to commit 
lawless acts. This attempt to hold individuals re- 
sponsible for the illegal acts they commit in the name 
of their government is considered by some to be 
unsound and retroactive law. 

The trials have also been criticized on the grounds 
that the defendants are sure to be condemned. Re- 


ports from Nurenberg indicate that the accused are 
being given a fair trial. If they are condemned it 
will be because the evidence against them was over- 
whelming and not because they were pre-judged. 
The Nazi leaders have carried out a program of mass 
violence which is considered criminal under the 
laws of all civilized countries. It is the task of the 
international tribunal to make sure that they are 
punishing the right men for the right reasons. 

Groups and organizations, as well as individuals, 
are being tried under the international war criminals 
charter. The accused groups range from Hitler’s 
State cabinet and the general staff to the Gestapo. 
The indictment of whole organizations is a device 
to bring to speedier justice many individuals who 
might otherwise have escaped the law. The plan is 
to have the main international tribunal at Nurenberg 
establish the criminal character of separate organiza- 
tions and the fact that membership was voluntary. 
Subsequently, when individuals are being tried be- 
fore a regular military tribunal, the fact that the 
accused was a member of a convicted organization 
would be conclusive evidence of guilt unless he could 
prove personal extenuating circumstances. As part 
of the legal procedure provided in the charter, a 
public announcement was made that members of 
accused organizations were entitled to testify in 
their defense. Thirty-five thousand people have 
already applied to be heard. The indictment of 
organizations has been attacked as retroactive law 
and as re-establishing the dangerous precedent of 
group guilt. 

International law has always had to grow out of 
treaties and agreements because there is no inter- 
national law-making body. The Nurenberg trials 
will contribute for better or worse to that growth. 
The evidence proves that the scope of the war crimes 
was of a magnitude previously unknown. _Inter- 
national law was not geared to cover criminal acts 
of such extensive character. ‘The charter under 
which these trials are conducted sets new patterns 
which its authors hope will become the sources of 
a new and strengthened international law. Inter- 
national law has been greatly extended by the adopt- 
tion of the United Nations Charter and the Consti- 
tution of the revised International Court of Justice. 
These are all steps toward the ultimate goal of an 
international system capable of making and enforc- 
ing the law. 


